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Pastor’s Introduction 
Storytelling is part of the fabric of humanity.  Every culture has stories & storytellers.  When we 
hear, “Once upon a time…” our minds race with the possibilities of the story.  One author 
writes, “You’re never going to kill storytelling, because it’s built in the human plan. We come 
with it.”  Mankind is wired to story.  A study on how humans learn records, “Something 
surprising happens when information comes from a story rather than just simple facts: More of 
our brains light up. When we hear a story, the neural activity increases fivefold, like a 
switchboard has suddenly illuminated the city of our mind."  It is no wonder, then, that Jesus, 
who created our minds, used stories so often to communicate truth to us.  

Over the next fifteen weeks, we will be studying the parables from the Gospel of Matthew.  It is 
a collection of stories that Jesus used to describe the kingdom of God.  My prayer is that these 
stories will come alive in your minds and change your hearts as we hear from the master 
storyteller.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ed. TG  



 

Page 3 

Participant Guide for May 19, 2019 

Sower 
Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matt 13:1-9; 18-23 sermon and discussion notes: 

Why are we starting with this parable? Because Jesus give us the key to interpreting parables! 
He tells us what everything means! By listening carefully to Jesus, we can know him better 
through his parables! 
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Apply 

1. Why do you think Jesus chose to use parables instead of just telling them what to do? 

2. Look at Matt. 13:19. Jesus says the evil one “snatches” the word because those who 
heard did not understand. As we spread the word, how can we help the world 
understand the word? 

3. In Matt 13:20 the hearer receives the word with joy but because they have no root they 
wither. What does it look like to be rooted? How can we develop roots in our own lives? 
How can we help others develop these roots? (Hint: Our answers should include 
involvement with Connect groups and D-groups!) 

4. In Matt. 13:22, the worries of “the age” choke the word in the one who hears. What do 
the worries of our age look like?  

5. Notice in Matt. 13:22 that Jesus does not say the word is stolen or that it withers, but 
that it is “unfruitful.” Can one believe the word and still be unfruitful? What does a 
person’s life look like when this happens? 

6. Matt. 13:23 says that the good soil produces fruit and yields a crop. How are you 
multiplying and “yielding a crop?” If we are not multiplying can we really believe 
ourselves to be “good soil?” 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ When we sow the seed, we call it “evangelism.” How are you sowing the seed? 
This passage should challenge us to have some kind of Gospel conversation with 
someone in our lives this week. Come back next week and tell your class about 
your experience. 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
Talk about the different types of soil with your friends and family. Do you have 
understanding, roots, worries? 

 CCa  
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Participant Guide for May 26, 2019 

Wheat & Weeds 
Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? This parable contains harsh imagery. Which parts did 
you find particularly concerning? 

 

Explain 

Matt 13:24-30; 36-43 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. This week’s parable also has an explanation included. Why do you think Jesus explained 
some of his parables but not others? 

2. In Matt. 13:38-39 we see only two categories: weeds and wheat. How can we tell the 
difference between the two in our world? 

3. In Matt. 13:29-30 the farmer allows the weeds to continue growing among the wheat. 
Why does God allow the same with humanity? 

4. What does this parable teach us about the enemy’s influence on the world? 

5. If our standing before God is determined by our faith in Jesus, then why does he make 
such a distinction between righteous and wicked behavior in this parable? 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ This parable, particularly verses 41-43, should cause us to evaluate ourselves 
through Jesus’ eyes. If we take an honest look at our lives, do we look more like 
the weeds or the wheat? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 CCa  
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Participant Guide for June 2, 2019 

Mustard Seed 
Matthew 13:31-32 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 13:31-32 sermon and discussion notes: 
  



 

Page 8 

Apply 

1. Have you ever seen something grow to epic proportions? (It could be anything from the 
garden or a mess!) What event(s) led to that result? 

2. Traditionally, a mustard seed only grew into a small shrub. What reasons could Jesus 
have had for using a mustard seed instead of another type of seed in his Parable? What 
does that say about the point Jesus is making? 

3. How does the parable of the mustard seed mirror the growth of Christianity throughout 
the ages? 

4. What kind of limits are you putting on your personal spiritual growth? Is there 
something that is causing your spiritual growth not to flourish as you would expect? 

5. This parable is ultimately about something great coming from something small. In what 
ways do we underestimate the small things we can do for our community? What are 
some ideas for ways we can serve our community that may seem small but may have a 
lasting impact on both the Kingdom of God and our community? 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ Identify areas in your life where God could be moving in small ways that you may 
be missing. How can you identify where God is moving so that he can help grow 
your ministry? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 TG  
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Participant Guide for June 9, 2019 

Leaven 
Matthew 13:33 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 13:33 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. In the bread making process, what is the relationship between yeast and dough?  

2. The text says, “That Kingdom of Heaven is like…” Based on the past few messages, what 
is the Kingdom of Heaven? 

3. In our context, why do we seem to want quick results? How do quick results actually 
work out most of the time? 

4. What lessons can we learn from the woman who took and mixed the flour and the 
yeast? 

5. Now that you know that a seemingly insignificant contribution to growing the Kingdom 
can actually make a huge impact, how does that change your view on doing things for 
God? 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ How will knowing these things about Kingdom growth change the way you live 
your day-to-day life? Look for small opportunities to make a difference in the 
lives of others. 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 CCr  
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Participant Guide for June 16, 2019 

Treasure & Pearl 
Matthew 13:44-46 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 13:44-46 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. What is important to you…what do you value or treasure?  Has there ever been 
something you wanted so much you were willing to do anything to get it?  What did you 
sacrifice and was it worth it? 

2. Discuss what is important, or of great value, in our current culture.  Ask each other what 
we are willing to do or sacrifice to achieve a good life. 

3. You’ve heard it said, “where your treasure lies, there your heart will be also.”  So when 
we look at what’s important to us, what does that say about our hearts, and ultimately, 
our souls? 

4. Read Matt. 13:44. Contrast what was previously discussed to what should be important 
in the life of a believer.  How should our personal desires differ from what is important 
to the world?  What should we expect to change in our lives to truly follow Christ?  
Openly discuss what it means to live for Christ in our world today. 

5. Read Matt. 13:45-46.  The merchant searched tirelessly for pearls of great value.  Once 
he found the ultimate pearl that none could match, what did he do?  What is significant 
about his actions since he made his living buying and selling beautiful pearls?  What 
does the great pearl represent in the life of a Christian?  Discuss how we can live out this 
life principle (attaining “the great pearl”) as believers. 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ Just as the farmer and the merchant sacrificed everything to attain what they 
valued most, are we, as believers, prepared to sacrifice the same for the sake of 
Christ?  How should your life change to know God’s will?   

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
Talk with your family on your way home about what you all can do together to grow in 
your relationship with God and your pursuit of His will for your life. 

 FG  



 

Page 13 

Participant Guide for June 23, 2019 

Net 
Matthew 13:47-50 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 13:47-50 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. What does the “net” in this story symbolize in our life?  

2. Jesus called a few fishermen to follow him that were previously known for catching 
large numbers of fish to make a living. How can we better cast our nets at the places we 
work/live/play? How can we intersect these places with the calling God has placed on 
our lives? 

3. What symbolism is used in Matt. 13:48-49 when they are sorting the fish into good & 
bad? In which pile do you believe you would find yourself? 

4. There is an intense phrase at the end of this parable, “the weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” Why do you think Jesus uses this connection to the catch they had hauled in and 
sorted? What picture do you think Jesus is trying to paint for those listening? 

5. Look at Matt. 13:36-43, the story of the wheat and the weeds. In what ways are these 2 
stories similar? What does Jesus mean when he says, he will remove everything that 
causes sin in this world? What is the significance of the fiery furnace? What symbolism 
does fire have in this context?  

6. The net in this story represents the gospel, the good news of Jesus being “thrown out” 
to everyone with whom we come in contact. In what ways are you throwing your net to 
those around you?  

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ How are you going to use the “net” God has given you to cast in your life? In 
what ways has God been preparing you to have gospel conversations with those 
around you? Who have you been praying for you can throw your net to? Are you 
willing to do whatever it takes to get them into your net? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 TB  
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Participant Guide for June 30, 2019 

Lost Sheep 
Matt 18:10-14 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matt 18:10-14 sermon and discussion notes: 

In using a simple story of everyday rural life, Jesus shows us God’s heart of love towards us. Just 
like the man who leaves the majority of his sheep to look for the one who has wandered away 
(v. 12), so God does not want to lose any of us. 

The man’s feelings on finding the lost sheep reflect the delight which God feels for each one of 
us when we have gone wrong, and are brought back to him.  

There is also a warning (v. 14). We need to be careful not to wander away from Him without 
considering the possible consequences. We also need to be mindful of those that have slowly 
dwindled away from the church body.  
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Apply 

1. Has there ever been a time that you felt overlooked in a crowd? Describe how that felt.  

2. How does this story show how much each one of us matters to God? 

3. What is your attitude toward those who wander from God’s ways? In what ways have 
you caught yourself being judgmental toward a fellow brother or sister in Christ? 

4. Have you ever wandered away from God? What did that season of life look like? What 
led to you correcting your course? 

5. Do you demonstrate the same love towards others as the shepherd? If we are to be 
Christ-like, in what ways are we responsible for shepherding the lost? 

6. How can you join Christ in the search for these situations in your church? Is there a 
person that comes to mind that you know is struggling as a lost sheep? (You don’t have 
to share the specific person.) How do you plan to reach that person? 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ This week, spend time in prayer for the many who are lost; including yourself 
when you have wandered off.  Ask for the strength to not wander or slip away. 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 MS  
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Participant Guide for July 7, 2019 

Unforgiving Servant 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 18:21-35 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. Can you think of a time you behaved like the servant? Have you ever celebrated the 
forgiveness of the King while also withholding forgiveness from someone else? 

2. Read Matt. 6:9-13. Does any statement mirror the message of the parable in chapter 
18? 

3. Think on the reaction of both servants: do they respond differently as they react to their 
debt? (v.26, v.29) How so? 

4. What is the King’s response when he hears of the servant’s unforgiving heart? 

5. How does Jesus connect the parable to God’s own character? 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ Is there anyone from whom you are currently (knowingly or unknowingly) 
withholding forgiveness? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 SH  
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Participant Guide for July 14, 2019 

Vineyard Workers 
Matt 20:1-16 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matt 20:1-16 sermon and discussion notes: 

This parable makes no economic sense. But it’s not supposed to because it’s not about the way 
things work in this world; it’s about the way things work in the Kingdom of God.” How does 
knowing this change the way you approach the parable? The way you respond to its narrative 
and receive its message? 

Many see the parable as arguing against salvation by works, portraying the grace of God in 
salvation. We easily focus on our human effort, goodness, and the work we do for the kingdom 
of God. That way of thinking affected the disciples – Peter, James and John – and it has affected 
Christians ever since. It is easy to allow the length of service and fervor for the Lord to 
determine our sense of and degrees of worth and value. God’s way with us is to make no 
distinctions. We are accepted and loved by God. We are saved by God – and not because of our 
own goodness or efforts but purely by God’s own grace. This is the gospel. It is different than 
human wisdom and therefore unusual but full of good news for all. God saves all of us by grace 
… not by our worthiness. We celebrate not what we have done for God but what He has done 
for us.  
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Apply 

1. Read Paul’s comments in Eph. 2:8-10. How do we balance our understanding that our 
salvation is entirely by grace yet we are created to do good works? 

2. Describe a time when someone you know was really blessed or favored by God. How did 
you feel, what did you think, and how did you respond? 

3. Discuss the feelings of envy and jealousy. Where do they come from? What do they feel 
like? What are their cause? How can we handle them appropriately as disciples? 

4. Read Paul’s comments in 2 Cor. 10:12-18. What are some of the dangers of comparing 
ourselves with others? 

5. What are some ways that we can avoid developing an attitude that God somehow owes 
us for all we do for him? 

6. In what ways is this parable similar to the Parable of the Prodigal Son? Compare the 
attitude of the workers first hired to that of the elder brother.  

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ Which workers in the parable do you identify most with: the ones just recently 
hired who were so thankful for the owner’s generosity, the ones who have 
worked hard all day, or the ones who may not have been hired yet? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 RW  
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Participant Guide for July 21, 2019 

Two Sons 
Matthew 21:28-32 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 21:28-32 sermon and discussion notes: 

In this parable, Jesus admonished those who considered themselves righteous; meanwhile 
those they considered sinners, such as the tax collectors and prostitutes were accepting the 
message of John the Baptist and repenting. “A son does not a believer make” in this parable. 
One son represents religious scribes and Pharisees, and the other son is representative of 
repentant harlots and tax gatherers. 
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Apply 

1. What does it mean that Jesus says the harlots and tax-gatherers will get into the 
kingdom of God before the chief priests and elders of Israel? 

2. In what ways are the two sons alike? How are they different? (Both were sons. One 
entered the kingdom, and the other didn’t. Don’t assume because the word servant or 
son is used in a parable that it is equal to believer.) 

3. Does being religious make you righteous? What does repentance have to do with 
genuine salvation?  

4. Should those who simply call Jesus Lord, but have no intention of obeying Him have 
Scriptural reason to question their salvation? 

5. What do you think is the whole point of this parable? (Potential answers below) 

a. Repentance, faith, and obedience are more pleasing to God than self-righteous 
ritualism. 

b. Repentance and faith are demonstrated by obedience. 
c. Past lifestyles of the repentant do not disqualify them from the kingdom. 
d. God extends grace to those looked down upon by ritualistic religious people who 

pride themselves on their own form of righteousness to convict them of their 
own need for grace. 

e. God honors faith rather than false professions. These religious leaders said they 
followed God, but they wouldn’t follow His Son. 

6. Spend time in prayer as a group about the application of this parable for us as 
individuals and for the Church as a whole. 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ Where would you place yourself on the spectrum of the older to the younger 
brother? How does this parable specifically apply to us today…to you today? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 RW  
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Participant Guide for July 28, 2019 

Vineyard Owner 
Matthew 21:33-44 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 21:33-44 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. Has there ever been a time that you were trusted with caring for something and didn’t 
hold up your end of the deal? What happened?  

2. Who was Jesus speaking about (and warning) with this parable? (Hint: Matt. 21:45) 

3. Does the parable foreshadow or predict the relationship between the early church and 
the Jews? Why or why not? 

4. In Matt. 21:34-35 (before the sending of the son), who are the “servants” the passage 
refers to? 

5. Why do you think Jesus treats this group of Pharisees so harshly? (Hint: See Matt. 21:23-
27) 

6. We run the danger of falling into the same trap as the Pharisees. What is the most 
important thing to remember? (Hint: see the last two words of Matt. 21:34) 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ How faithful have you been to share of the great provision of love given to you 
by God? In what ways can you be more faithful? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 SH  
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Participant Guide for August 4, 2019 

Wedding Banquet 
Matthew 22:1-14 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 22:1-14 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. What are the parallels with this parable and the provision made for lost souls through 
Christ’s gospel? 

2. Throughout the parable, we see an escalation on the part of the invited guests.  First, 
they refuse to attend the banquet, so the King sends out more servants to invite them 
again.  This time they not only refuse, but refuse to even be in the presence of the 
servants – “one went to his farm, and another to his business,” and even further some 
seize the messengers and kill them!  What is this escalation meant to depict?   

3. Read Eph. 1:13. Compare and contrast the response of the hearers in the Ephesians 
passage with Matt. 22:3 and 22:5. How do these passages prepare those who are 
messengers/servants? 

4. How do verses 9-11 connect to being disciples and making disciples?  What are some 
other passages of Scripture that indicate we have a responsibility in calling others to the 
king’s feast? What is our responsibility, when we are called to the feast? 

5. Read Matt. 22:11-14 together in context. Notice that even in the parable we are told 
that some will want to attend the wedding when the time comes – but they will easily 
be identified as those not belonging.  Who in this passage is the one who does the 
identifying?  What is the price that is paid for being unprepared for the wedding that 
you have been invited to (and ignored)?  

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ This parable gives some dire warnings for those who are willing to listen.  What 
are some steps you can take to address it seriously, and avoid being one who just 
goes about business as usual like those in verse 5? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 EJH  
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Participant Guide for August 11, 2019 

Fig Tree 
Matthew 24:32-35 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 24:32-35 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. Bring an item of nature this week that represents a sign of coming change.  Be ready to 
share how this item represents a sign of change. What can you conclude is nearing from 
the present stage of your item? 

2. Read about Jesus’ parable of the fig tree in Matt. 24:32-35. How is the fig tree related to 
the item of nature you selected? 

3. Jesus is saying that as Christians we are to watch for signs.  Signs for what? Think of 
some things you have confidently watched for in your life. 

4. If you are confident in waiting on Jesus’ return, how do you wait patiently?  As 
Christians wait on His return what should be our outlook and actions? Match the 
following scripture with the attitudes we should have: 

a. Long for Christ’s return _______   I Cor. 16:22 
b. Watch for Christ’s return _______   2 Tim 4:8 
c. Look forward to His return _______   Matt: 13:35-37 
d. Pray for its fulfillment  _______   2 Peter 3:12-13  

5. What does Jesus mean by his statement, “This generation will certainly not pass away 
until all these things have been fulfilled?” 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ The issues of life, death and Christ’s return are in God’s hands.  If you genuinely 
believe this, then how does that inform your attitude toward God and sharing 
with others? 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 DSa  
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Participant Guide for August 18, 2019 

Ten Virgins 
Matthew 25:1-13 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 25:1-13 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. Read the scripture for today and relate Jesus’ words to the two statements below: 

a. Certain things in life cannot be obtained at the last minute. How has this been 
true for you? How does this speak to our relationship with others and with God? 

b. There are certain things for which we should work and apply ourselves. How has 
this been evident in your life? How does this statement also apply to your 
relationship with God? 

2. Even though all the bridesmaids slept, what was the differences in the two groups? 
What message is Jesus relating to you? 

3. Today’s scripture illustrates Jesus’ warning for his followers to be prepared for his 
return. What should we do to prepare? (Read the following scriptures and match the 
responses). 

a. Mark 14:38  ______   Be Alert 
b. Mark 12:33  ______   Prayerful 
c. Micah 7:7  ______   Thankfulness 
d. Col. 4:2  ______   Hope 
e. Gal. 6:1  ______   Avoid Temptation 

4. Define what our culture would define as foolish living. How does that definition relate to 
foolish living according to this parable? 

5. What happened to those bridesmaids that were shut out? How does this affect our 
urgency in sharing the gospel? 

6. What evidence in your life indicates that Jesus will open the door for you? 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ This week, pray that we will be worthy to serve as bridesmaids for Christ. 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 DSa  
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Participant Guide for August 25, 2019 

Talents 
Matthew 25:14-30 

 
 

Highlight  

Which verse(s) spoke to you this week? 

 

Explain 

Matthew 25:14-30 sermon and discussion notes: 
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Apply 

1. Read Matt. 25:14.  Even as He sets the stage, Jesus is telling us something important: we 
have an entrustment. Everything we have is given to us by God.  Do we see ourselves as 
stewards or owners? How does this apply in our modern lives? 

2. The most overlooked part of this parable is the second half of verse fifteen: the master 
gives to each servant talents, “…each according to his ability.” Read Romans 12:6.  How 
does the parable of the talents illustrate the truth Paul presents in Romans 12:6?  What 
does God demand of us with the different spiritual gifts he has entrusted to us? 

3. Read Matt. 25:24.  Do we see Christ as “a hard man” with unfair and unrealistic 
expectations of us?  What are the consequences of living with this view of Christ?  How 
does our expectation of Christ’s return affect our lives? 

4. The theme of ‘being ready,’ which dominates Matt. 24 and 25, is still at the center of 
this parable. The parable of the talents portrays a ‘second coming’ of the Master; what 
are the consequences for those who should have been preparing for it? What is  
‘readiness’ as described in this text? 

5. Far too many evangelical Christians today see their salvation as merely a “bus ticket to 
heaven.” They believe it doesn’t matter what they do while they “wait for the bus.”  
What does Jesus’ parable convey about how we should live out our lives while “waiting 
at the bus stop?” 

Respond 

➔ Challenge - What are you going to do in response to the truth communicated today? 

◆ In keeping with “being ready” and using what the Master has entrusted to you, 
make an effort to both identify and use the spiritual gifts you have been given 
for the glory of His kingdom. 

➔ The Ride Home - Don’t forget to discuss what everyone learned about at church today. 
On the way home or at lunch is a great time to talk about how your family will respond 
to the messages and stories everyone heard.  

 DSm 


