
Monday, March 30 – Darrell Wright
The Discipleship Gospel
Ephesians 2:8-10, Mark 1:15-17; Mark 8:29, 31

In our reading today I want to tie together 2 passages that you might not have considered together before. 
In order to make disciples that are followers of Jesus we must follow the Gospel that Jesus preached.

In Mark 1 & 8 you see the 2 elements of the Kingdom Gospel that Jesus preached, and that Paul clearly
delineated in 1 Corinthians 15.delineated in 1 Corinthians 15.

Now let’s tie it to Ephesians 2:8-10 - You are saved:

We are quick to dilute the Gospel down to a plan of salvation that leaves discipleship as optional. By doing
so we are selling fire insurance that has no assurance at all. This is why James said I will show you my faith
by my works. Without the works that you were saved for (Eph 2:10) we are dangerously trusting a Gospel
that would have been foreign to first century believers. This is not to say that works are required for salvation.
Salvation is accomplished in the finished work of Jesus and that alone, but it does not negate the need for
proper response from those professing their faith in Christ. To profess it is one thing, to possess it is another.proper response from those professing their faith in Christ. To profess it is one thing, to possess it is another.
Remember the demons believed (professed) but did not repent, believe, follow me (possess). If what we are
trusting for salvation did not change us, it did not save us! 2 Corinthians 5:17

What are your thoughts on today’s passages?

Did anything in today’s devotional challenge your beliefs or affirm your beliefs?

Pray and ask God to give clarity and assurance to your salvation experience. But make sure what you are
trusting for salvation would be in alignment with the Kingdom Gospel that Jesus preached!

Remember, eternity is too long to be wrong!Remember, eternity is too long to be wrong!

Declaration – God’s Part
Kingdom “The Kingdom of God is at hand.”
         Mark 1:15
Christ           “You are the Messiah” 
                  Mark 8:29
Death         “be killed”
                                         Mark 8:31
Resurrection    “rise after three days”      
                                     Mark 8:31

Response – Our Part
“Repent”   Mark 1:15
“Believe”   Mark 1:15
“Follow Me” Mark 1:17

“by Grace” – God’s Part “Through Faith” – Our Part

#beyondthebuilding



Tuesday, March 31st - Matt Crabtree
Be Disciples
Luke 9:23

If you were to ever step foot into the building of either our Wallace or Cumberland
campuses, it wouldn’t take you long to either see or hear the words, “Be Disciples. Make
Disciples.” That is because it is not only the mission statement of our church, but it should
be the root of the mission of all gospel-centered churches around the world. If someonebe the root of the mission of all gospel-centered churches around the world. If someone
were to ask you what the word “disciple” means, or even go a step further and ask what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus, what would you tell them?

If you were to look up the simple definition of a disciple, you would see with a quick Google
search that a disciple is a “a follower or student of a teacher, leader, or philosopher.” So, by
definition, a disciple of Jesus would simply translate into a “follower of Jesus.” The big
question, though, is not to ask ourselves what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. We should
instead be asking, “What does it look like to BE a disciple of Jesus.”instead be asking, “What does it look like to BE a disciple of Jesus.”

In today’s passage from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus makes it pretty clear how to become His
follower. He says that we are to surrender our own way of navigating this world and put the
death (on a daily basis) our sins against God in order to follow Him. When we wake up each
day with the mindset that we are going to do things our own way, we are essentially
communicating to God that our way is better than His. When we are not actively seeking to
turn from our sins, we are saying to God that we are okay with rebellion against Him. When
we are communicating these two things, we are following ourselves...not Jesus. Let us allwe are communicating these two things, we are following ourselves...not Jesus. Let us all
strive to BE a disciple by denying ourselves every single day and following Jesus by living
out the life that He calls us to in God’s word.

If you look at your life on a daily basis, would you say that you are following
yourself or Jesus?

How could you better change your daily routine to ensure that Jesus is
guiding your steps (not yourself)?

#beyondthebuilding



Wednesday, April 1 – Darrell Wright
Make Disciples
2 Timothy 2:1-26

Paul is writing to young Timothy, his son in the ministry and now the leader of the church at
Ephesus. This passage is one that shows love, tenderness, and yet strength and command of
the situation. Let’s focus on v. 2

Paul is clearly telling Timothy to not only make disciples but make disciples who make disciples.Paul is clearly telling Timothy to not only make disciples but make disciples who make disciples.
There are four replications of disciple making in this one verse. Let’s look at them.

1. The Spirit of Christ discipled Paul for several years as he went away to Arabia and then
    to Damascus. Galatians 1:15-2:5
2. Paul discipled Timothy
3. Timothy was to disciple others
4. Who would in turn disciple even more

My point is that discipleship in not truly discipleship until it is replicated. We tend to callMy point is that discipleship in not truly discipleship until it is replicated. We tend to call
education discipleship and that is only partly true. While education is the foundation of
discipleship, education (knowledge) in itself only puffs up. (1 Cor. 8:1) Unless it is lived out and
replicated in others, in love, it is fruitless.

The great commission Matt. 28:18-20 exhorts us to Make Disciples. As we go, sharing the
Kingdom Gospel and as people become followers of the Lord Jesus, we have the further
responsibility to be an incarnation of 2 Timothy 2:2 with them. Replicating who Christ is in us in
them.them.

Paul said it this way in 1 Cor. 11:1, “Imitate me as I imitate Christ.”

My question to us all is, “is there anything in my life that looks like Jesus?”

What can we do to have more worth imitating?

Who are you discipling? Who is discipling you?

Don’t break the cycle.

Be Disciples, Who Make Disciple Makers!

#beyondthebuilding



Thursday, April 6th - Matt Crabtree 
It’s All About Love
John 13:34-35

If someone were to answer the following question about you, “If you really knew (Your Name Here),
you would know that they love _______,” what would go in that blank? I’m sure popular answers
around here would be: family, friends, going to church, cheering on Tennessee Vols, or hiking in
the mountains. People define who we are and learn so much about us by what we display to thethe mountains. People define who we are and learn so much about us by what we display to the
world that we love.

As we look at today’s passage, we see that Jesus instructs us to love each other in the same way
that He loves us. In return, people will see the way that we are loving each other and know that
we are His disciples. So, how is it possible for people to see Jesus just seeing the way that we love
those around us? Well, if we look at the way that Jesus loves throughout scripture, we’ll see that
it’s been labeled by people as radical, crazy, and some have even used the word reckless because
it is so different than the way that we love and live. His love for His people is sacrificial, selfless,it is so different than the way that we love and live. His love for His people is sacrificial, selfless,
forgiving, and never-ending. If those are the words that are used to describe how we love each
other, then we definitely stand out in a world that is predominately centered around doing what is
best for yourself.

Does mean that we don’t need to actually tell others about Jesus and that our job is to just simply
love others and pray they see Him? No, because if we truly love those around us, then that means
that we are going to do whatever we can to make sure that they hear the Good News so that they
can turn from their sins and follow Jesus. The most loving thing we can do for someone is to givecan turn from their sins and follow Jesus. The most loving thing we can do for someone is to give
them hope by telling them about a God who loves them more than they could ever dream or
imagine.

When people see the way that you love those around you, does it look different than the way that
most people in the world love each other? Could it be labeled as radical or even crazy at times?

In what specific ways today (even given our current limitations) are you going to love people like
Jesus loves you? 

#beyondthebuilding



Friday, April 3 – Darrell Wright
Count the Cost But Live in the Glory That Is Being Revealed
Romans 8

Rick Warren, Pastor of Saddleback Community Church refers to Romans 8 as the “Constitution
of the Christian faith,” It is a dissertation on what it means to be transformed by the Spirit of Christ and
how to live like it.

In v.18 Paul makes a statement that is an encouraging word and applicable to today’sIn v.18 Paul makes a statement that is an encouraging word and applicable to today’s
circumstances. He said, “I consider that the sufferings of the present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us.”

Paul has just finished comparing a life in the flesh with a life transformed by the Spirit of God. In
light of that discussion he declares that nothing this world throws at us compares to what God
holds for us.

So, in the midst of these temporary, yet turbulent times, how are you living. Are you balled up
in a storm of worry where your entire perspective is seen from below the clouds of suffering orin a storm of worry where your entire perspective is seen from below the clouds of suffering or
are you able to rise above the sufferings and see the shining light of God’s glory being revealed!
His glory says, “peace, be still”; “be still and know than I am God”; and “lo, I will be with you,
even to the end of the age.” Paul had the glorious perspective throughout his ministry. “For me
to live is Christ, to die is gain.”

V. 28 is the glue that holds all of life in proper glorious perspective for me. “We know that all
things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose.”purpose.”

So the obvious questions are, do you love Him and are you called and living in his purpose?
It matters!

What is your perspective?

Pray and ask God to reveal to you his glorious perspective as you reflect on his Word.
Call somebody today that you know is struggling with the current sufferings and give them a
glorious perspective!

v.17b “if indeed we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.”v.17b “if indeed we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.”

AMEN and AMEN
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Saturday, April 4th - Matt Crabtree
Go
Matthew 28:19-20

During my undergraduate years at UT, there was a couple classes throughout my time there that
I “attended” each week, but as soon as I sat down in the large auditorium of a class, I would pull
out my computer and pull up an episode of whatever Netflix show I was binge watching at the
time (for the record, this isn’t something I’m proud of now). As soon as class was over, I would packtime (for the record, this isn’t something I’m proud of now). As soon as class was over, I would pack
up my laptop, leave, and repeat the same actions the next time I was supposed to be there. A
whole semester would pass and I spent hours attending a class that I never really learned much
from, and I definitely wasn’t taking what the class was offering and applying to my life. It’s safe to
say as I look back at these particular classes, that I essentially wasted my time.

The last thing I would ever want to do when I get to the end of my life is to look back and see that
I spent countless hours in attendance at church, but never actually took what was being taught
and lived out the mission that God had called me to accomplish. While having a nice job, cool car,and lived out the mission that God had called me to accomplish. While having a nice job, cool car,
or beautiful family are not bad things, none of them are the goals that we were placed on this earth
to strive for.

Many who are reading this are probably familiar with The Great Commission, but many are most
likely only super-familiar with verse 19 and miss out on the important instructions given in the
following verse. We read in verse 20 that we are to not only make disciples, but we are also
supposed to help teach them and show them what God has instructed us to do. This becomes
difficult to do when we simply “attend” church, leave, and not have the ability to take what we’vedifficult to do when we simply “attend” church, leave, and not have the ability to take what we’ve
learned and use it to grow ourselves and teach those around us. Our mission is to Be Disciples who
Make Disciples, not Be Attenders who Make Attenders.

What can you do better to help you personally take what you’re learning each week, remember it,
and use it to help both you and others?
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